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Morunpank Oumunmoska 1
O6uyue ceedenus 0 namsmuuxe

Filippovka 1 Burial Ground
Common Information about the Site

U1t HAyYHOTO TTOMCKA HCTOKOB PAHHECAPMATCKOH KyIb-
Typet FOxHoOro IpHypasbs orpoMHOE 3HaYEHHE HMEIOT Ma-
vepuabi 1-ro QIIHITOBCKOTO KypPraHHOTO MOTHIBHHKA.
DTOT 3amevaTeILHEIH TAMATHHK (OH COCTOS U3 29 Kyp-
T2HOB Pas/IMYHOMN BEMYUHDI) PACTIONOKEH HA BOIBILIEH-
s0M yuacTKe papmimbt Ypano-Hrekckoro Bonopastena (iek-
it p-# Openbyprexoit 061, P®) — Puc. 1. Mormnbimx
HacHuTBIBA 29 KyPIaHOB PasmMuHOM Benwsunsl (Puc. 2).
TlepBoe coOBLIEHHE O IAMATHHKE OTHOCHTCA K Hauaty XX B
Ecayn IOnun, cosepias MOESAKY MO CIyKEOHBIM JeTaM U3
Open6ypra b 1. MeKcKy10, cOBpat CBeNIEH A y KiTenelt Tle-
B06epEXHLIX CTAHUIL O IPeBHUX KypraHax. B peayrbrate exy
CTaj0 M3BECTHO O TPymITe GOMBIIMX KyPraHOB y CTAHHIIBL
©ummmosckoit. C 1986 1o 1990 1. Ha IAMATHHKE IPOBOIM -
AUCH APXEONOTHYECKHE PACKOMKM apxeonoros MU YHI
PAH sosrmapnsiemsie ki, A.X. [Turenmamiokom. Pesyrsra-

TH OKa3aTUCh BIIEUA’ o Haceinbio

0HOTO U3 CambIx GonbIIX Kypratop (Nel) Gbumi Hafizenst
TAMHUKI C HECMETHBIMH COKPOBHIIAMH CAPMATCKHX BOK-
aeit. Ixcrneuumeit u3 Yol 6p110 packonano 17 Kypramos,
BRUTIONAs (UAPCKHil» Kypran 1, KOTOPBIA 1/ CTABLIYIO BCe-
MMDHO MSBECTHO KOJUIEKIIIO HAXOJOK, BHITOTHEHHBIX 13
AParoLEHHBIX META/UIOB, B TOM YHC/Ie 26 GHTYD 3070THIX O/1e-
Hefi, HAXONMBINMXCA B CHENHMaTbHBIX TaitHUKaX. Hblne Bce
STH HAXOTKU XPAHATCA B My3ee LeHTpa OTHOTOTHYECKUX HC-
crenosanuit ybumcxoro Hayuroro uentpa PAH.

Tlocre 1990 T. paGOTHI Ha MOTH/BHUKE TPEKPATHINCH
G5 BO30GHOB Kb HILb 8 2004 1. TIpHy pajtbekoi oKcre-
muumein MuctuTyTa apxeonornu PAH nox pykoBopcTBoM
2. JLT. 6nonckoro. TIpuypatbckoit SKCIeTMIe GHUI0

The Filippovka 1 burial ground. General infor-
mation about necropolis

The data from the Filippovka 1 burial ground
excavations are of crucial importance for studying
the Early Sarmatian culture origins.

This remarkable significant site (it united 29
kurgans of different scale) is situated on the
steppe butte of Ural-Tlek interfluves (the Ilek dis-
trict of the Orenburg region) — Fig. 1. First re-
port about the site date back to the beginning of
the 20tk century. The Cossack captain Yudin was
collecting information about ancient kurgans
from the locals while on a duty trip from Oren-
burg, the capital city of the region, to Ilek town.
Thus he learnt about a large group of kurgans
near Filippovka village. From 1986 till 1990 ar-
chaeological excavations were carried out on the
site by a group of scientists from the Institute of
History, Language and Literature (Ufa Scientific
Centre, Russian Academy of Sciences) headed by
PhD. A.H. Pshenitchnyuk. The results were im-
pressive. Under the mound of one of the biggest
kurgans 1 (Fig. 1) numerous treasures of Sarmat-
ian tsars were discovered. The expedition from
Ufa excavated 17 kurgans including the above
mentioned kurgan 1 where scientists unearthed
a world-famous collection of items made of pre-
cious metals. Among them are 26 figurines of
golden deers that were found in secret hidings un-
der the mound. All the finds are now kept in the
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Puc. 3. Mozunonux dununnosxa I,
«ypean 4 do 0zpatenius

Puc. 4. Mozunvnux Quaunnosxa 1,
Kypean 4 nocae ozpabrenus

MCCTENIoBAHO eltfe 12 KypraHOB MOTIUIbHIKA, BKITIOUAR «L1ap-
cxuit> kyprau (Ne 4) BBICOTO7L OKOJIO 8 M 1 IMAMETPOM CBbI-
1t 80 M (Puc. 3). PacKamsBaTh HAPCKHit KyYPraH — 970 3a-
a4 He MPOCTAs U OrPOMHas OTBETCTBEHHOCTD A ApXEO/IOTa.
HecMOTpA 14 TO 4TO ke PasMepbi KyPTaHa Cy/ i HAXOIKH
HOBBIX COKPOBHILL, MBI IO/ITO HE PIajich NPUCTYIHTD K
ero nccrenoBanuio. 3acTasiia Gexa: Beckol 2005 T. 9TOT Kyp-
ran noBepres mombiTke orpabnenii (Pic. 4). B nomckax so-
JI0Ta TPAGHTEH-BaIAQ bl HCTIOTH30BA/I IKCKABATOP, KOTO-
PBIM OHU Pa3PYLLIIN SHATMTETbHYIO YACTb HACKIIH KyPraHa,
JIePEBSHHOE NePEKPBITHE MOTWIBI i T0GPaCh 10 CaMOro
saxopomenis (Puc. 5). Kasaocs, ke HeT HaZex b 06Hapy-
JKHTh B KYPTaHe HETPOHYThIE aPXEO/IOTHIECKHE KOMITIEKCBI.
Tew tre Mertee 5 2006 T. pa6oTht Gy HadaTh. 3a%ata G5ia HC-
KITIOMHTEBHO CIOKHOM — TPAHAMOSHEII TAMATHHUK HYKHO
6bIT0 MCCAE0BATD 3a OJIWH JeTHHMI Ce30H (0T Cuibl
Tpi Mecsna). B IPOTHBHOM CIyuac CyLLECTBOBA/ OTPOMHBII
DIHCK, 9TO rpaGHTe NI BepHYTCA Ha HETOKONARHELT apXeO/o-
FaMit KypraHaM H POfIO/IKAT TaM CBOE HepHOE Zeno. B Takom
Cyae bt bt TONBKO OBRETYIIH 1M 3aTaty.
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Puc. 5. Mozunvnux dununnosxa I, kypean 4:
2pabumenbckas mpanues
Museum of Ethnic Studies Centre (Ufa Scientific
Centre, Russian Academy of Sciences).

After 1990 all works were suspended at the
site and were only resumed in 2004 by the
Pre-Ural archaeological expedition (Institute of
Archaeology, Russian Academy of Sciences) head-
ed by prof. L.T. Yablonsky. 12 more kurgans were
investigated including ‘tsar’ kurgan (No 4) that
reached 8 m in height and 80 m in diameter
(Fig. 3). Digging a ‘tsar’ kurgan is not only a diffi-
cult task but also a matter of formidable responsi-
bility for an archaeologist. Despite the fact that
the kurgan's size offered prospects of more trea-
sures as it appeared to be a tsar one, we couldn't
resolve to begin works for rather a long time.

So it was a trouble that made us come to the
scratch: in spring 2005 robbers attempted to de-
spoil the kurgan (Fig. 4). Searching for gold, van-
dals used an excavator, destroyed a considerable
part of the mound and wooden ceiling of the
grave and reached the ground disposal (Fig. 5).

It looked like there was no chance to discover any
untouched archaeological complexes. Nevertheless
excavations began in 2006. The task was incredibly
complicated — we only had 3 months to study
this large significant site. Otherwise a huge risk
existed that robbers would come back to carry on
their black deed on the kurgan without a mound.
If we had left excavations unfinished we would
have assisted the criminals.

During the excavations we left stratigraphical
balks that help archaeologists to study and under-



Puc. 6. Moeunwnux Gununnosxa 1, kypear 4: Gposxu

TIpu PACKONKAX HACKITH GBUI OCTAB/ICHAI TAK HA3HIBA-
eMBle 6poBKH — CTpaTHIpadHtIecKie TPOdHTH-paspesni,
KOTOpEI€ TIOMOTAIOT apXe0/IOraM H3yWHTh H IIOHATH BCE 0CO-
GeHHOCTH KOHCTPYKIIHH HACHITH, 3aHKCHPOBATS OTHEE-
HEle 9TanE! ee cTponTenbeTsa (Prc. 6).

[pi CHATHH HACHIITH B I0TO-3ANATHOM CEKTOPE Kyprana,
B TOTIE HIDKHMX €¢ CI0CB GbLI OGHAPYIKeH KepTBEHHbII
KOMIIEKC, 3a/I0/KEHHBIiL eIle PH CTPOMTENLCTBE Kyprama:
371eCh HaxoJWIHCh OCTAaTKH HIKYPEI KpYIHOTO XHIIHHMKA
(0T nee

b KOCTH /1aI1 M MACCHBHBIE KorTi). B mrpe-
[leIaX IIKYPBI GBI PACYHINEH CKe/IeT KPYITHOM XHIIHOM N TH-
1b1 C KOPTHCTBIMU JIATIAMH, BOSMOKHO, COKO/IA, @ TAKKE MHO-
rOYMC/EHHbIE JeTAMH y3NedeK: 6PON3OBHIE H KOCTAHbIE
(pasnu4HOro pojia G/IALLIKY, HALIMBKIL, BOPBOPKH, 4OMOY pHEIE
HeT/IH ¥ T.1.). MHOTHe H3 9THX NPEMETOB GbUTH BHIOTHEHbI
cxuo- 0 3BEPHHO-
ro CTHA. 37eCh Ke — HECKOMbKO Tap YW H NICaiHes
(B 06meit cTOKHOCTH 0KO/IO 200 TIPEAMETOB; HEKOTOPHIE
He coxparmmich) (Kar. Ne 26—113).

BT TaK

B kyprare 611710 06Hapy KO YeThipe NorpeGerin (1en-
TpanbHOE H TPY GOKOBLIX), KOTOPEIE, KaK ¥ PyrHe KypraHsl
MOTH/ILHHKA, IATHPYIOTCA B IIPE/Ie/iaX BTOPOT MOMOBHHbI V —
IV 210 H.5. W OTHOCATCA K HaGo7ee panremy STany Gopmu-
it kymrypt [0xH0ro TTpypabst.
3aX0pOHEHMS OKAIATHCH He TPOHY THIMI IPEBHIMH H COBPe-

POBaHUs PAHHECAPMATCK

MeHHEIMH rpabHTen M, HCKTIOUCHNe COCTABMACT ICHTPATh-
Hoe MOTpe6enTte 5, KOTOpOe MBITA/HCh OrPAGHTE B APEBHOC-
T3 (2005 1.). Tpnt e or

6bUIa OTHOCTHIO YHHUTOXKEHA YETBEPTS IIOMIALH TOTpe-

TH M B C

6aIbHOM KaMepHi, HO OCTABLIAACA e¢ HacTh /1a/1a OTPOMHYI0
HayuHyio HHQOPMAIIHIO 1 PATOUEHHbIE HAXOAKH, PacKOMKH
5 L1E/IOM HPHHECTU HOBYIO BOTHIIYIO KOLIEKLIIO YHHKATBHBIX

stand peculiarities of a mound and also to specifi-
cate staging points of its construction (Fig. 6).

As we unearthed the south-western sector of
the kurgan's mound, in the depth of its layers we
discovered a sacrificial complex placed there dur-
ing construction of the kurgan. Here we found re-
mains (paw bones and massive claws) of a big
predator's skin. Exactly on that spot a skeleton of
a flesh bird (probably a hawk) was grubbed. There
were also found multiple parts of snaffle made of
bronze and bone (different kinds of plates, gal-
loons, a few pairs of bridle bit and checkpieces.

(200 items in total, some didn't survive). Many of
those items were made in the tradition of Scythi-
an-Siberian ‘animal art style’ (Cat. 26—113).
Four burial grounds (a central and there side
ones) were found in the kurgan, that we date back
between second half of 5t — 4thc. BC (as well as
other kurgans of the necropolis) and belong to
the initiatory stage of the Early Sarmatian culture
formation. The burials were tampered neither by
ancient nor by modern robbers except for the
central burial ground that faced grabbing at-
tempts in ancient times as well as in 2005. During
the lattermost robbery one fourth of the burial
cell space was destroyed, but the remaining part
provided us with a huge deal of scientific knowl-
edge and precious finds. The excavations brought
a brand new collection of unique finds — arms
inventory and decorations made in the tradition
of ‘animal art style’ Some of them have close
analogy with Achaemenidian, Scythian (North
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Puc. 7. Mozunvnux Gununnoska 1, kypean 4,
nozpeGenue 5: nozpeGansnas xamepa

HAXOTIOK — NPE/IMETOB BOOPYKEHNA 1 YKPALIEHII, BHITION-
HEHHBIX B TPAZIMILIIX CKH(O-CHEUPCKOTO SBEPUTHOTD CTHIA.
HeKOTOpbie H3 HIX HMEIOT G/IM3KHe aHaNOTHH B MAMATHAKAX
aXEMEHWICKOTO! KyTBTYPHOTO KPYTa, CKH(ICKHX MaMATHI-
KoB Cepeproro ITpiueproMopss 1 MeoTckix CenepHOTo
TlpenkaBKasps.

[1o HeHTPanBHOl YaCTBIO HAchiK Ghina OGHApYsKeHa
Gonbinas norpeGaibHas Kamepa, IpeNICTaBIABIIAL CO60I CBO-
eoGpasublit «10M MepTBbIX» (PHcC. 7). B oM Ben xopunopo-
06pasHBli BXON-APOMOC, TIepeKpLITHIt CHeHaTHHO fepe-
BARHOI cTONGOBOM KoCTpyKIMeit, TToMelleH e II0IaMbIo
0K0/10 40 M2 TaKIKe HMETIO ZIePEBSHHOE 1ePeKPhITHe (KpbILL).
B eHTpe MOMeIIIeHIs, HAIIPOTHSE BXOAA, PACTIOIATA/ICS CHMBO-
THeCKHMi TIUHOGHTHBII Odar->kepTaenmiK. Ha nosepxioc-

TH 0Yara B Xofie MOTPE6ATHHOTO PHTYaa passKHTa i oroits. Bo-

KPYT 04ara CTOANH JiepeBsiHHbIe TPOGOBHHDI, B KOTOPHIX
JIeKaI OGHTATENH TOTO 10Ma CKOpOM. B6nMaH ovara 1 Mesk-
71y TpoGOBHHaMH GbULI HaieHb! Pa3HOOGPASHLIE KepTBeHHbIE
nopHouenyus. B oyar G6BUIH BOTKHYThI GPOH3OBbIE CTHTKH
(Kar. Ne 1253—1255), peXiHasHaueHHbIE /U1 TaTbHEHIIEH
Ki. Y owara b i

Hast vaweuka (Kar. Ne 1261), 30/10Tas HAK/IaIKa B BUJle Kpec-
c ro0B Gapatos

i mwmmi (Kar. Ne 1232).

B IpuBXONOBOIE YACTH KaMepbl, GIH3KO K YCTHIO IPOMO-
Ca GBUI PACHHILIEHEL CKEACTHI TPEX KePTBEHHbIX loMazei,
KOCTH KOTOPBIX IS/l B aHATOMUYECKH TIPABHIbHBIX COMTe-
HerusX. ONWH X CKETeTOR GbUI NOMYPA3PYIIEH KOBITOM
aKcKaBaTopa.

BCAl KapTIHiHa CBHIICTENHCTRYET O TOM, HTO OTpeBerTbIe
PACTIONAra/HCh BOKPYT 0%ara (BAO/b €ro CTEHOK) MapaMi.

1 06 Axemenunax cM. Paspen 1 Toro Karanora
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Pontic region) and Meotian (Pre-Caucasion re-
gion) significant sites.

Under the central part of the mound a big
burial pit was found appearing to be a ‘house
of the dead men’ (Fig. 7). A corridor like en-
trance — dromos led into the ‘house’ that was
covered with a special construction made of
wooden trunks. A room of 40 square metres also
had a wooden ceiling. In the centre of the room,
opposite to the entrance, a symbolic wattle-
and-daub sacrificial fireplace was situated. Dur-
ing the funeral ritual a fire was kindled on its
surface. Around the fireplace wooden coffins

were standing with dwellers of this house lying
in there. Close to the fireplace and the coffins
different sacrificial gifts were found. Bronze in-
gots (Cat. 1253—1255) destined for further pro-
cessing were stuck in the fireplace. A small poly-
chrome cup made of glass (Cat. 1261), a golden
plaque with sheep heads and lily flowers placed
crosswise on it (Cat. 1232).

Near the pit’s entrance, close to the orifice
of the dromos three skeletons of sacrificial horses
were grubbed, their bones were disposed in the
right anatomical articulation. One of the skele-
tons was partly ruined by an excavator used by
the robbers.

This scene proves that the buried people were
placed around the fireplace (along its sides) in
couples with the bodies’ orientation being of no
importance. Thus skeletons 2 and 3 lied with the
skulls turned to the West, skeleton 3 — to the
North and skeleton 5 — to the South. All were
buried in special coffins with lids (Fig. 8). Their
corners were made of thick bars tightened by
bronze clamps fixed with big cast bronze nails,
that had mushroom-looking hats, and quadran-
gular in section stems (Cat. 1262—1274). Two
skeletons were found in those coffins, one of them
also contained a golden earring (Cat. 1238) and
an iron bracelet decorated with golden foil and
golden and silver wire (Cat. 1241).

Two more coffins were discovered in situ.
They were quite empty although obviously not
touched by the robbers.
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